
 

 

 

 

 

3 July 2014 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
One of the teaching unions and several support staff unions have announced their intention 
to take industrial action in the form of a national strike on Thursday 10 July 2014.  
  
This action is not against the school itself but is part of national industrial action organised 
by these trade unions about a variety of issues.  It is likely to affect many schools across the 
country. 
 
There is no requirement on the unions to inform us which members of staff intend to take 
action, and there is no obligation on members of the unions to obey a strike call.  However, 
we have been given an approximate indication of how many staff intend to withdraw their 
labour on that day. 
 
Neither the governing body nor the headteacher are legally allowed to close the school ‘in 
sympathy’ with the strike and we will not do so.  However, our main concern is the safety of 
our students and having carefully considered the likely scenario for the given date it has 
been decided that the school will be open to sixth form students only.  I apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 
 
The Music for Youth National Festival at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham will take place as 
originally planned, as will the Year 11 Leavers’ Ball at the Dunkenhalgh. 
 
In the event that the strike is called off, school will be open as usual.   Parents / carers will 
be notified by text message and up-to-date information will be posted on the school 
website. 
 
All students, especially those on examination courses, will no doubt have plenty of home-
work or revision to keep them busy for part of the day. 
 
I am sure we all hope that the issues over which the industrial action has arisen are resolved 
as soon as possible. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
M Jackson 
Headteacher 


