
 

 

 

 

April 2014 

Dear Parent / carer 
 
It has been another busy and successful term at Haslingden High School and, as ever, there is much to celebrate and share 
with you.  
 
In January we were pleased and proud to receive a letter from David Laws, Minister of State for Schools, congratulating us 
on the ‘excellent improvement in GCSE results over the last three years, from 2011 to 2013’ and informing us that our 
school is, ‘one of the top 100 in England showing the greatest sustained improvement in the percentage of pupils 

achieving five or more A*-C grade GCSEs, including English and maths’. At Key Stage 5 our examination results based on 
progress put us in the top 10% of all school sixth forms and colleges in England.  It was reported on the BBC website 
that we were sixth in the list of 100 schools and colleges in England with the best results in advanced vocational 
qualifications.   Also in January, we were visited by one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors, the National Lead for RE who was 
looking to identify excellent practice in RE. He was very impressed with our provision in school and we are now featured 
on the Ofsted Good Practice website for our work in this subject.  All of the above supports my belief that Haslingden 
High School continues to provide an excellent education for all students and I would like to thank you for your ongoing 
support for everything that we are trying to achieve at the school.  
 
It was particularly disappointing to see so little recognition of the many positive facets of Haslingden High School 
acknowledged by the inspection team that visited us in December. Our complaint was dealt with by CfBT, the Inspection 
Service Provider that carried the inspection, and not by an independent body.  It was perhaps unsurprising that our 
complaint was not upheld, and the written response was wholly unsatisfactory. I firmly believe our students’ 
achievements are outstanding, using Ofsted’s own criteria. I have spoken to the headteachers of the two Lancashire 
secondary schools that were judged to be outstanding last term, and they have been extremely supportive. They were 
very happy for me to share the following performance data, all publicly available, which demonstrates how strong our 
students’ GCSE performance is: 

 

 

 
We will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that ‘Achievement for All’ continues to be at the heart of all we do, and that 
each and every student strives to make maximum progress in all their subjects. 

 
The iPad for students programme is now proceeding and the first devices will be issued on Review Day to Year 9!  Parents 
of students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have received a separate letter outlining the arrangements.  I am sure this will make a   
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significant difference to the education of our young people, but it will of course take some time for both students and staff 
to explore the potential of the iPad as a tool for learning.  Details will be issued in the summer term about workshops 
designed for parents which will enable you to further support your child’s learning. 
  
We also pride ourselves on providing our students with extensive enrichment opportunities and the Spring Term has been 
a busy one for many of our students. They have benefitted from extra-curricular activities including trips to California and 
Valencia, theatre trips and Duke of Edinburgh Awards expeditions. Our students have enjoyed success in a wide range of 
external competitions: our sixth form team won the D&T Rotary Club Technology Tournament for the sixth time in the last 
eight years and, in February we were delighted to host the Music for Youth Regional Festival where our Brass Band, Big 
Band and Wind Band all won praise from judges. These talented groups also won the top award at the Rochdale 
Performing Arts Festival several weeks later.  The school’s well-deserved reputation for charity work has been further 
enhanced by our Charity Group who have raised money for a range of good causes and our sporting teams continue to go 
from strength to strength with success in a wide range of fixtures and competitions. The Easter music concert was a sell 
out and the audience were delighted with the excellent musicianship of Haslingden’s students and that of local primary 
school pupils who also participated in the event. Finally, in the last week of term Haslingden High School hosted an 
incredibly emotional event as we welcomed Sylvia Lancaster, mother of murdered teenager Sophie, back to her daughter’s 
old school for the launch of a novel by Alan Gibbons that fictionalises the terrible events surrounding Sophie’s death. The 
news section of our website has details on all of this and more, and I hope that you will find the time to have a look. Also, 
following us on Twitter will keep you better informed of the diversity of school life. 
 
I firmly believe that the high standards we regularly achieve at Haslingden High school is down to a wide number of 
factors, including getting the ‘basics’ right.  The respect agenda underpins the ethos of our school and this starts with 
uniform and appearance.  The vast majority of our students wear our school uniform with pride and visitors regularly 
comment on the positive image this portrays.  However, hairstyles have been an issue for us this term with a number of 
male students sporting hair which is very short at the sides and much longer on top.  Our policy states clearly “very short 
hairstyles or extreme hairstyles (eg where some hair is very short and the rest isn’t) are not acceptable”.  Students have 
been reminded of this policy very clearly in assemblies during the latter part of this term.  Any student that attends school 
with their hairstyle in breach of our school policy will be placed in Stage2 until such time that it does conform.  If a 
student has their hair cut very short then clearly this could be for a significant amount of time.  I trust I can count on your 
support to ensure that our students respect the school rules and you support us in maintaining the highest of standards. 
 
Finally, this term the school will be saying farewell to Mrs Middlemas who is leaving us to take up a post as Headteacher 
of Whitworth High School, a school she has been supporting as Executive Headteacher since May of last year. As Deputy 
Headteacher, Mrs Middlemas has led our pastoral team for the last 9 years and, under her direction, students at our 
school have been provided with outstanding pastoral care. Additionally, many of the high standards we currently enjoy are 
attributable to her vision, leadership and perseverance.  Whilst we are very sad to see her go and will undoubtedly miss 
her in many ways, we are delighted that she has secured such an important post.  I’m sure will do a fantastic job at 
Whitworth High School and the whole school wishes her every success.  In addition, we wish Mr Sutton a long and healthy 
retirement, although he will be returning to school in a number of guises in the future. 

As ever, I would like to thank you for the tremendous support that you give to your children and to the school on a daily 
basis.  Without this, and the hard work, commitment and dedication of our staff and students, Haslingden High School 
would not be the wonderful place to learn and teach that it is.  
 
I look forward to your continued support next term.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Mark Jackson 
Headteacher 


