
 

 

 

 

          08th October 2014 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

As a school, we place great importance on getting the best out of students. This is not only directed at 

their academic achievements, but also at their general knowledge and perception of the world around 

them. One of the easiest ways to broaden a child’s horizons is to encourage them to read – anything 

and everything suitable for their age group. 

 

In addition to the weekly subject homework booklets that years 7 and 8 are required to complete, they 

are also expected to complete additional weekly maths and English homeworks. For English, the 

homework is to read. The expectation is that students should be reading frequently and changing books 

regularly. 

 

We use the Accelerated Reader programme, which allows us to track and monitor students’ reading 

progress. Students complete an initial test that ascertains their current reading level and they are then 

directed to an appropriate set of books to read. Once a book has been completed, students must take a 

quiz that measures their comprehension levels. The scheme is simple to follow and rewards are 

available for students who make excellent progress. One of many benefits of personal iPads, is the fact 

that students can download books using iBooks or the Kindle app. These are useful tools as they have 

dictionary availability, accessible simply by touching a word. 

 

It is clear that at present, a surprising number of students are not reading regularly. As this is an 

expectation, we would appreciate any support that you can give in encouraging them to read. School is 

actively promoting reading all around the site: teachers from all faculties are sharing their reading 

preferences; we have book reviews displayed on office and classroom doors; and Mrs Ridings, the 

school librarian, is always available to help students find suitable reading material. 

 

Please encourage your child to read. If you wish to discuss your child’s reading progress, then please do 

not hesitate to contact us at school. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

L Marsland 
 

Miss L Marsland 

Curriculum Leader - English   

 


